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Message from Dr. Andrew McLaughlin

Dear Teachers,

In our last newsletter, we noted how much you have been people of HOPE for

so many. We have finally reached that season of HOPE in our Church’s

celebrations as well as in our daily lives. We are now beginning to see some

“light at the end of the tunnel.”

Shortly after Easter our liturgy will focus on Jesus as Good Shepherd. During

this Easter season we find HOPE by remembering that God is in control, and

that He is a shepherd who loves us and cares for us. It was no coincidence that

the Son of God came to us as a shepherd. He describes himself as a good

shepherd, who lays his life down for his sheep. Because God came to us in the

person of Jesus, who was crucified and resurrected, we, too, can have HOPE

through trials because we know that our shepherd is with us, and he has

already died for us, and he still lives to lead us through the darkness of our

everyday challenges.

During the upcoming months we are beng called to “shepherd” the students

entrusted to our care. Sheep, by nature, are easily frightened. It is the role of

the shepherd to help them overcome the fears they encounter. It is also a

shepherd’s role to keep his flock together and to seek those who have been

scattered. As we approach the summer months and the upcoming school year,

we are among those who are called bring our flock together and ease their
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fears. We might also find ourselves seeking those who have strayed because of

virtual learning and welcoming them back to a more cohesive routine in the

new school year.

We realize that moving our students forward requires adapting to change and

becoming acclimated to new approaches as we conclude the current school

year and renew our efforts in the new school year. But we do it with hope and

gratitude for all you have done to “shepherd” the flock entrusted to your

care.

Our prayers are with you and your families as you celebrate the joy and New

Life that Easter brings.

God bless you.

Dr. Andrew McLaughlin

Secretary of Elementary Education

Upcoming Events

April 1 - Holy Thursday - School Closed

April 2 - Good Friday - School Closed

April 5 - Easter Monday - School Closed

April 6 - Classes Resume

April 6 - Teach Safe Environment by Month End

April 6-8 - NCEA Conference

April 26-30 - Progress Reports Distributed

APRIL

Keeping the End in

Mind

End of Level Assessments

We have so often used the phrase

“Keeping the end in mind” as related

to the Understanding by Design

Framework used in our schools for lesson planning. This phrase is also

applicable as we do some planning for the End-of-Level Assessments. As we do

in the UbD planning, we can ask ourselves the questions: What are the Desired

Results? What are the Essential Questions? What is the evidence? What is the

Plan? 

Because this school year has not been a typical school year, we need to adjust

our usual structure of in-depth performance assessments being completed



throughout the month of May in order to provide as much instructional time as

possible. For the 2020-21 school year, our “design” is as follows:

Desired Results - to determine the effectiveness of teaching and learning

of the curriculum at the current grade level.

Essential Questions 

Have the students mastered the basic skills of the curriculum in

each content area?

Are there any learning gaps that need to be addressed?

Evidence - results of cumulative assessments. Teachers should analyze

test results upon completion of the tests.

Plan

No formal performance assessments this year. Teachers may give

performance activities as an independent research project if they

like, but class time during May should not be used for performance

assessments.

Cumulative assessments in the major content areas —Religion,

Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies — will be prepared based on

the curriculum and made available on a secure web site mid-May.

These may be duplicated at school or can be purchased from

Academy Press.

Teacher-prepared assessments based on the curriculum should be

used for the specialty subjects. These should be reviewed by the

principal prior to duplication for student use.

Reading assessments are those provided by the program.

Honors Math Algebra I and Eighth grade Algebra students will

continue to use the Scantron Algebra I online assessment if they

have been using the Performance Series during the year. No

registrations for this will be taken at this point in time.

Thank you for “Understanding the Design” of this year’s assessments.

Credit:  Sister Edward Quinn, Assistant Superintendent Curriculum, Instruction

and Assessment

Teachers Virtual Learning Surveys

As we come to a close to a unique and challenging school year, we

will start to plan for the next and future years, particularly now that

we have integrated virtual learning into our teaching.

We ask that you please complete our Teacher Virtual Learning

Survey so we may hear about your experience and your

observations of the experiences of your students. 

Social Emotional Learning Workshops
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We still have openings for these workshops being conducted by the

International Center for Leadership in Education.  The offerings

consist of two sessions of approximately 1½ hours each. They will

be held on Zoom and participants can earn 3 hours of Act 48 credit

for completion of both sessions. 

Registrations have already been taken for schools participating as

a faculty.  Following is a list of available openings:

Dates:  April 8th and 15th (begins at 3:30)

Availability:  7 spaces

Faculties with Registered Staff:

St. Helena, Blue Bell

St. Aloysius

Sacred Heart, Havertown

Holy Family, Phoenixville

Dates:  April 22nd and 29th (begins at 3:30)

Availability:  10 spaces

Faculties with Registered Staff:

St. Christopher

St. Patrick, Malvern

SS. Philip and James

Mother Teresa

Dates:  May 6th and 13th (begins at 4:00)

Availability:  8 spaces

Faculties with Registered Staff:

St. Anastasia

Dates:  May 20th and 27th

Availability:  30 spaces

Dates: June 14th (3 hour session)

Availability:  6 spaces

Faculties with Registered Staff:

SS. Simon and Jude

If you would like to fill any of the available spaces, please let Sr. 

Edward know the name of your school and number attending from

your school even if it is just yourself. An email will be sent

confirming your registration.

All participants will register on WisdomWhere for Act 48. These will

be posted in advance of each session.
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