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Message from Dr. Andrew McLaughlin

As we conclude our Catholic Schools’ Week celebrations, let me once again

take the opportunity to thank you for all you are doing to provide a safe and

supportive academic environment for our students. Because of your continued

efforts, we have been able to maintain sustained learning.

At this time of year our thoughts begin to focus on the standardized testing

students will be taking next month. We want our students to do well, as test

results are a reflection of how we have prepared them to master expected

skills. Testing results are especially important this year in order to plan for

future instruction which will be appropriate to students’ needs.

We are often asked by teachers how they can best prepare the students for

these tests. While some may think it appropriate to give the students “practice

tests,” the best way to prepare them is by providing examples of similar testing

modes during classroom assessments. Practice tests have little meaning. It is

better to prepare by teaching them good testing skills:

How to eliminate answers in a multiple choice question.

Answer constructed response questions by rephrasing the question as

part of the answer in order to arrive at a logical conclusion.

Focus on what a question is asking and go back to make sure that they

are answering what was asked.

Techniques for pacing their work, since these are timed tests.

Legible handwriting since they are penalized for handwriting that is

illegible. Do not encourage printing as printing takes more time than
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FEBRUARY

Short on Time, Long on

Remembrances

February is the shortest month of the year. It is

not short this year on events to be celebrated

and to reflect on. Not a day passes that I do not

receive an email reminding me that this is

Black History Month, that Valentine’s Day and

Presidents’ Day are coming up and that

Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow.

cursive writing and, as a result, a poor practice during timed testing.

Take the time to review and analyze what they are doing during the tests you

provide. Model the type of questions they will experience in standardized tests

using the curriculum you are teaching at the time.

Be conscious of those students whose IEP or 504 plan call for

accommodations. These students should be experiencing the same

accommodations that will be used in standardized testing during classroom

testing experiences. If they are being read to during standardized testing

sessions, questions should be read to them during tests administered in class.

This should not be an accommodation reserved only for standardized testing.

It would not be appropriate to make adjustments of reading to them or

providing extra time unless these same accommodations are being made on a

regular basis in the classroom.

Again, I thank you for all of your hard work and effort and wish you a safe and

warm February.

Dr. Andrew McLaughlin

Secretary of Elementary Education

Upcoming Events

February 1-5   - Progress Reports Distributed

February 17 - Ash Wednesday

February 20 - Early Childhood Workshop

In reviewing some of these emails, I came across a meaningful quote from

Maya Angelou, an African American poet, dancer, actress and civil rights

activist. Her words made a lot of sense to me: “Won’t it be wonderful when

Black History and Native American History and Jewish History and all of



U.S. History are taught from one book… Just U.S. History! “ I would add—

Hispanic History, Irish History, Italian History, British History and Asian History,

as well as so many others who were part of the “melting pot” that made up this

country. We need to value all nationalities and ethnic groups and return to the

belief that “All men are created equal". Isolating and emphasizing specific

groups leads to bias; it does not promote healing.

Reminders of February’s religious observations celebrating some of the

notable traditions of the Church abound as well—Candlemas Day, Blessing of

Throats, Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday and Lent. It is just as important that

we share these traditions with the students, as well. Do they understand why

Shrove Tuesday is also known as “Donut Day"? As in the past, we will continue

to post links on the https://aopelementary.com/

Credit:  Sister Edward Quinn, Assistant Superintendent Curriculum, Instruction

and Assessment

Here's a Chance to Tell the World 

Why You LOVE to Teach!

Archdiocesan teachers are being invited to do a radio callout for PBS radio.

Following is the script for our radio call out. Please follow the script and keep

the audio to around 20 seconds. I also attached an example, but it does not

have your intro as a teacher. Please make sure to include that.

I’m from ___________ School and this is :

90.9, WHYY-FM, Philadelphia

WNJN-FM, 89.7 Atlantic City

WNJZ, 90.3 Cape May Courthouse

WNJB-FM, 89.3 Bridgeton

WNJM, 89.9 Manahawkin

and WNJS-FM, 88.1 Berlin

Also, if you are willing to answer this question as well, please send with the

same file or as a second a file.

What motivates you to teach your students everyday? Make sure to

rephrase the question as you answer it.

Audio-Only Tips from WHYY!

Make sure to get the clearest, cleanest audio possible. They should be in a

quiet room with little or no echo. Stand close to/looking right at a wall if
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needed, or even into a closet if this is only sound and not video. (Coats will help

kill any bounce from your voice.) Hold the phone up in front of your mouth,

about a foot away from your mouth, so your voice is as clear and crisp as

possible in the recording. Not knowing anyone's phones or available apps, I'd

just ask that they use their phone's native sound recording/memo app.

Files must be submitted to Sister Edward (sr.equinn@archphila.org )

by Monday, February 22.

Archdiocese of Philadelphia
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